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ISBN: 032166812X or 978-0321668127 

Can purchase from Cost new/used Comments 

Palomar College Campus 
Bookstore 

$154/$108 Paperback binding; new books include Online Study 
Guide access code ($30 to purchase separately, 
includes access to eText) 

Campus Books (off-
campus bookstore) 

$128/$96 Paperback binding; new books include Online Study 
Guide access code ($30 to purchase separately, 
includes access to eText) 

Amazon.com (or other 
places online) 

$104/$82 Paperback binding; new books include Online Study 
Guide access code ($30 to purchase separately, 
includes access to eText); shipping extra 

Loose Leaf Version at 
Amazon.com, Palomar 
College Bookstore, 
Campus Books, other 
places 

$99-90 new/ 
$74-65 used 

A la carte (loose leaf) version; need to put in binder; 
new books include Online Study Guide access code 
($30 to purchase separately, includes access to 
eText); shipping extra 

MyGeosciencePlace.com $94 Online edition (eText); 6-month subscription; 
includes Online Study Guide access  

Coursesmart.com $57 Online edition (as either eText or downloadable 
version to either computer or mobile device); 6-
month subscription; does not include Online Study 
Guide access ($30 to purchase separately) 

NOTES: 

 Prices are subject to change 

 Both the textbook and the Online Study Guide are required 

 Beware of buying used copies from private sources: there have been several cases where 

dishonest dealers advertise a used copy of the text but it is actually a previous edition 

 There are several copies of the textbook on reserve at both the Main Campus and Escondido 

Center libraries (2-hour library use only) 

 

http://mygeoscienceplace.com/
http://coursesmart.com/


 

FAQs about the textbook 

Q: Where can I 
purchase an 
electronic copy of 
the textbook? 

A: You can purchase 6-month access to the online version (eText) at 
MyGeosciencePlace.com for $94 as opposed to $154 for a new printed copy. In the 
eText, you can do some interesting things such as take notes, highlight sections, do 
global searches, scribble in the margins, and there are direct links to all the key terms 
(bolded terms). It’s really quite useful. If you purchase an online version, you also get 
access to the Online Study Guide at MyGeosciencePlace.com as well. I'd be interested to 
know your experience with it if you do purchase an online subscription. You can also 
purchase an eTextbook subscription at CourseSmart.com for $57, but it does not come 
with access to the Online Study Guide (which costs $30). 

Q: Is the textbook 
available in a 
Kindle or other 
digital media 
format? 

A: No, not yet, but that’s what is likely going to happen in the next edition. The reason 
that publisher has not developed this is because the Kindle is not a full-color device. The 
iPad, however, opens some interesting possibilities. 

Q: Can I use the 
9th edition of 
Essentials, or do I 
really need the 
10th edition? 

A: The 9th edition will just not do; you'll need the 10th edition, which (among other 
things) has a whole new chapter on The Oceans and Climate Change (Chapter 16). For a 
5-page list of improvements that are new in the 10th edition of Essentials, see: 
http://daphne.palomar.edu/atrujillo/what's_new_EO10.htm 
 

Q: Who rents the 
textbook? 

A: Among others, these online sites rent the textbook:  
www.barnesandnoble.com and www.chegg.com  
Note that rental period and price varies. 

Q: What about the 
International 
Edition? Is it the 
same textbook as 
the US version? 

A: It is illegal to purchase the International Edition in the US; it is essentially a bootleg 
copy. The publisher is aware of the problem and has an active team of piracy hunters 
that seek to shut down this illegal trade. The textbook is the same version, but don’t 
expect that company or private party to be around for very long. Also, the International 
Edition does not come with access to the Online Study Guide.  

 

Lastly, if you have documented financial need and cannot purchase a textbook, see me. 

 

--by Al Trujillo 
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