TIMELINE  OF  THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER
1804-66 Eastern Appalachian Gold totaled $19,375,890

1849

California Gold Rush totaled - $555 million (1848-1858)

1850-71
Federal Government gave R.R.s 181 million acres (1870s the U.P. and Burlington


each spent 17 million for advertisements abroad to encourage immigration)

1851
Government adopts policy of concentration and signs treaties to push R.R.s and
roads 

1853
Construction of the transcontinental railroad begins (Buffalo Bill Cody kills 4000
buffalo in 18 months for Kansas Pacific R.R.)

1858-59
Pike’s Peak Gold Rush

1862
Homestead Law (between 1862-1900 over 80 mil. Acres will be registered, over 50% will be fraudulent) opening up tribal lands to white settlers.
300,000 Indians in the U.S. and 2/3s (200,000) live on the Great Plains.
Federal troops are being recalled from the West to fight in the Civil War and are
     replaced by with little or no experience.
Little Crow and the Santee Sioux Uprising occur for which 38 Dakota Sioux are
     hanged at Mankato, Minn. the day after Christmas under orders from President
     Lincoln.
1863
Mangas Colorado, Apache, is captured under a white flag of truce. He is 
     tormented, bayoneted, and tortured into trying to escape when he is then shot.

1864
More than 300 peaceful Cheyenne old men, women and children are attacked by
     Col. Chivington’s Colorado militia at dawn on Nov. 28th with numerous
     atrocities taking place which causes a public outcry when unveiled but is
     whitewashed by Congress. Chief Black Kettle’s wife is wounded 9 times but
     survives.


Nevada becomes a state.

Lincoln is reelected.


The Navajo are forced to march on the Long Walk to Bosque Redondo in the 
     summer and over 25% of the tribe die on the march.

1865
The Sioux and Cheyenne attack the town of Julesburg in retaliation for the Sand 
     Creek Massacre.

1866
Dec. 21 Capt. Wm. Fetterman and 84 of his men meet Crazy Horse and the Sioux,
     Cheyenne and Arapaho on the Bozeman Trail and all 85 are wiped out.

Congress declares mining country “free to all” subject to local custom.


First Cattle Drive takes place on the Sedalia Trail.

1867
Hayfield Fight and Wagon Box Fight with the Sioux. At the later, U.S. Army
     introduces new repeating rifles and the Sioux lose nearly 500 of their finest
     warriors.


Indian Peace Commission establishes small reservation system.


Abilene is established by J.G. McCoy for cattle, 75,000 head by 2nd yr; 200,000 in
     four years (the “Real McCoy”)
1868
Sept, Custer’s First Stand at the Battle of the Washita River, he loses 20 men
     while attacking a peaceful camp and Black Kettle, the surviving Cheyenne
     Chief from the Sand Creek Massacre is killed.

1868
The Government gives up on Bosque Redondo and allows the Navajo to return
     home under a new treaty.

1869
L.A. Indians are given free alcohol so that they may be arrested for drunkenness
     and sold into slavery on Monday morning.
May 10th, Promontory Point Utah – U.P. 1089 mi./ C.P. 689 mi. (6460 A. of land
     for each mi. of track laid) takes 1 week now to go from Atlantic to the Pacific
     coast by rail.
1870
Capt. Jack and the Modoc War begins in California and Oregon.

1871
U.S. Govt. ends treaty-making by attaching the policy as a rider to the yearly
     Indian Appropriations Bill.

1872-74
Gen. Canby is shot in the Modoc War at a peace talk.
3 million head of buffalo are killed on the Plains just for their hides.

1873
Timber Culture Act – 160 A. if you plant trees on ¼ (40A.), its repealed in 1891
     but 25% got title to western lands this way.
Montana Indian man saves 4 buffalo calves reputed to be the last. In a few short 
     years these will be the only ones left.

1874
Gold Expedition into the Black Hills in violation of the Treaty of Fort Laramie
     personally by Geo. A. Custer


Joseph Glidden patents barbed wire (by 1883 – 660 mi. of wire)
Cochise, the Apache leader, is slain while unarmed on June 8th.

1875
Comanche leaders, under Quannah Parker, surrender at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma on
     June 24th, ending the Red River War & only the Apache remained at war on
     Southwestern Plains.

1876
Jan.31st, Fed. Govt. issues statement that all Indians not on reservations are to be
     considered hostile
June 25th, Custer’s Last Stand (Battle of Greasy Grass) at the Little Big Horn
     (265 of his troops are killed with him)
Jesse James and the Youngers are captured.
1877
Sitting Bull flees to Canada.
Desert Land Act – 640A. if 1/8 (80A.) are irrigated – 2.6 mil. Acres go this way
     but 95% of the claims are fraudulent
$306 mil. In silver is hauled from the Comstock mine this year alone
Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce lead the Army for 1300mi. for weeks before
     surrendering just 24mi. short of the Canadian border.
1878
Southern buffalo her (the bigger of the two) is wiped out.
Timber and Stone Act - $2.50A. for 160A. parcels.
Carlisle Indian School is opened in Pa. 

1880
U.S. Census – 73% of Wisc. Is foreign-born, 71% of Minn., 66% of Dakota,
     44% of Neb.
Geronimo surrenders.

     Indian police are established by the B.I.A.
Ex Parte Crow Dog is decided by the Supreme Court.
1881
Indian religious practices such as the Sundance, etc. are banned by the Fed. Govt.
Sitting Bull returns from Canada.

1882
Jesse James is shot in the head by fellow gang member for the $10,000 reward.

1884
Department of the Interior passes criminal act forbidding the practice of Indian
     religions.

1885-86
Sheep are introduced onto the Plains in large numbers.
Seven Major Crimes Act passed.
Life on the prairie – “250mi. to nearest post office, 100mi. to wood, 20mi. to 
     water, 6in. to hell ! Gone to live with wife’s folks”

1887
Dawes Allotment Act – 1950mil. total acres out West 145 mil. belongs to Indians 
     but as a result of this bill more than 90 mil. will be declared as surplus and be
     dispossessed of it by 1934
1889
New Year’s Day: a total eclipse of sun and a Paiute named Wovoka sees a vision
Oklahoma Land Rush on April 22nd.

1890
Battle of Wounded Knee, Part One and the 7th. Cavalry exacts revenge.
