Introduction:  Part I


A few introductory remarks are in order to assist you in understanding the mindsets of the cultures that collide in North America when the Europeans arrive. 

I.
Western European World View – (See Handout #1)

Western European man’s view of the cosmos included all the elements: rocks, trees, 
animals, air, water, and of course, man. In his mindset and Judeao-Christian background he believed that he was at the center of the circle with all the other elements on the circle surrounding him. Quotes from the book of Genesis are used to support his belief. He also views land as something to possess and own individually. This strong sense of “rugged individualism” can be seen in the likes of the Daniel Boone and Teddy Roosevelt types.
Dating back to the middle ages, the worst thing you could do a piece of land was to let it sit idle, it was meant to be owned and used. These were the common shared beliefs of all Europeans who came to the Americas.

II.
Native American World View – (See Handout #1)


The same elements are present as stated above but the significant difference is that the 


Native American believes that he is on the circle, not in the middle. He believes that he is 

no more or no less important than any other element in the cosmos. Therefore, his relationship to the land is different in that he believes he could not possibly own land in the purest sense because it would be like trying to own the air we breathe. He is also “people-oriented”, not individualistic. He believes in a communal existence.

The Three Revolutions

European man was motivated to leave Europe for at least three major reasons that are so significant as to be considered revolutionary. Under each of these are at least two events and/or theories to explain or illustrate these revolutions.
I.
Economic Revolution

A.
Bullionism – this is the concept that a country’s wealth is measured by how much

gold and/or silver it has in its bank vaults. This concept is best illustrated by 

Spain’s plunder and pillage approach to exploration of the New World.



B.
Mercantilism – is the concept of establishing colonies to obtain raw materials


which can be sent back to the mother country to be produced and then


distributed to those same colonies in a monopolistic or guaranteed market. This


is the age-old story of Columbus searching for spices (raw materials) or the 


French in fur-trading for the European fad of a beaver skin hat. Much of this 


concept came by way of the rebirth of trade in the late 1400’s in Europe and


carried over into colonial times in North America and was also a response to the


view that the old manorial economic system of the feudal “futile” age was no


longer capable of handling this increased and technologically advanced concept.
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II.
Political Revolution

A.
Nation States – The political systems evolved from the feudal system of small
fiefdoms and castles to a new type of political system. This came about with the
merging of smaller kingdoms who shared common backgrounds and visions to
create the modern nation states. The first two countries to accomplish this were Spain and Portugal. As a result note who the first two nations to go exploring were. And since Germany did not unify until 1848 under Count Von Bismarck, this explains why Germany (then Prussia) was not a colonial force in the New World. Also since Italian states were still feuding, they were reduced to “loaning” out their navigators as “rent-a-sailor” aka John Cabot for England whose real name was Giovanni Cabotto, or Christobal Columbo ie Christopher Columbus.
B. Absolute Monarchies – the type of political system that was created during this time period were monarchies who used the concept of the “Divine Right of Kings” to justify their power. These rulers used the role model of the Medieval Church as a guide to becoming a despot. They reasoned that if the Pope could get people to following him with blind obedience by saying that he wasn’t telling his followers what to do but God was, then these kings thought they could make the same link to secular matters by having the Pope (or in the case of England, the Archbishop of Canterbury) coronate them publicly thereby validating their “divine rule” since it was really God who was crowning them. And since you didn’t want to be the “smallest kingdom on the block”, you needed more subjects and so you sent explorers to obtain more territory and subjects simultaneously.
III.
Religious Revolution 

A.
The Protestant
Reformation – was the event that changed the religious world.
Prior to this time, it did not really matter which European power, Spain or Portugal, colonized first because they were both Catholic. It was only a matter of whether they were colonized by the Jesuits, the Dominicans, the Augustinians or the Franciscans but they were all Catholic. With the coming of the Reformation there was now a “missionary race” to “save the heathen souls” as they so proclaimed.
B.
The Protestant Reformation also created the by-products of religious reform and persecution such as the Inquisition and religious intolerance (the Pilgrim and Puritan stories).
