Lecture 86 (Focus): Indian Cultures in History, 1860-1920

Introduction
In the decades following the Civil War, the United States government initiated a series of policies designed to bring about substantial change in Indian cultures. In conjunction with the effects of rapid western settlement, these policies had devastating consequences. Through treaties and agreements, the Indian land base was whittled away. “Scorched earth” campaigns disrupted hunting and settlement patterns, forcing the Indians to submit or starve. Dwindling resources, combined with territorial reduction, made most tribes dependent on the reservation ration system. The subsequent allotment of Indian lands in severalty brought still greater land loss and tribal disintegration. Much of this devastation can be documented by a glance at the statistics related to Indian land loss, disease and death rates, and economies during this period.

The dehumanizing spiritual, intellectual, and psychological effects of these policies and events are less easily documented, but no less significant. Assimilation--proposed both as a practical means of ensuring Indian survival and as an evangelical extension of “salvation” and “civilization” to the “savages”--was the consistent goal of United States Indian policy throughout this period, and a variety of programs were designed to hasten Indian acculturation. The imposition of allotment was conceived as a means of transforming the Indians into self-sufficient farmers and breaking up traditional tribal structures. When that did not produce immediate assimilation, the government instituted compulsory education programs, began to require manual labor in exchange for rations, and outlawed traditional Indian religious practices. Agents manipulated rations to eliminate organized opposition, undermine traditional leadership, and force parents to send their children to school. That such concentrated efforts to eradicate Indian culture produced significant change in the intellectual aspects of many Indian cultures should be no surprise.

Yet even such pervasive programs did not eliminate Indian ways or make Indians invisible. In the nineteenth century, violent resistance resulted in a period of “Indian Wars” throughout the Plains and the West. The messages of Indian prophets and several nativistic movements, including the Ghost Dances, spread rapidly throughout the West. The peyote religion, which combined Christian elements and native beliefs, gained numerous adherents despite government opposition. Although organized violent resistance ended in military defeat, passive resistance continued. The evidence of that resistance filled the reports of agents dedicated to the eradication of Indian culture: Indian students graduated from boarding schools, returned to the reservations, and began to attend traditional ceremonies; traditional religious observances, though forbidden, were well attended by the young as well as the old; widespread opposition to the schools persisted even when rations were withheld; many Indians still had shamans treat their illnesses, but comparatively few entered “modern” hospitals; the peyote religion attracted willing converts, while Christian missionaries often filled their churches only by making attendance compulsory. By 1920 many Indians were without land, livelihood, and recognized tribal structures as a result of the assimilation policies, but few had adopted the role created for them by missionaries, philanthropists, and policy-makers.

The history of the focus tribes in these years suggests some of the results of federal policies and American expansion. The Seneca, after years of proximity to non-Indians, had adopted many aspects of European-American culture. They successfully resisted the division of their lands, but factionalism disrupted their government, pitting traditionalists against the “progressive” leaders supported by the United States. The Cheyenne, like the other equestrian Plains tribes, bore the brunt of American expansion in this period. Within a few decades, after constant harassment and unsuccessful resistance, they were confined to a reservation and allotted. But an unrealistic agricultural program, compulsory education, and the prohibition of such traditions as the Sun Dance did not lead to rapid assimilation. The Cherokee, weakened by the removal process, were further divided as a result of the Civil War. Eventually, despite their original exemption from the provisions of the Dawes Act, they were forced to accept further land-cessions and allotment. The Navajo, subjected to one of the most infamous “scorched earth” campaigns, survived the removal to Bosque Redondo and eventually returned to a reservation in their homeland. Unlike most tribes, they actually increased their land-holdings in this period. Although the experience of these four tribes varied widely, their histories all point to the weaknesses and the ultimate failure of federal Indian policy in this period.
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I.
The Northeast: Seneca Inroquoian Culture Change, 1860-1920

A.
Technology

1.
Goods: The Seneca had adapted their way of life thoroughly as a result of the influx of European goods and clothing.

2.
Settlement Patterns: The Seneca lived in towns and on small family farms; 


even the vestiges of traditional residence patterns had disappeared.

B.
Economy

1.
The largest part of the tribal income came from leasing land to railroads 


and to the “Congressional Villages” (see D.2, below).

2.
Oil and mineral leases provided a minor source of income.

C.
Sociopolitical Organization

1.
In the 1860s factionalism and disagreement over the best method of 


government still divided the Seneca (Abrams, pp. 74-76).

a.
In November l864 a Six Nations Council confirmed the decision of 


a Seneca convention to alter the form of Seneca government.
(1)
At the October convention, the constitution was amended to 


give legislative authority to a council of sachems chosen in 


the traditional Iroquois manner and a president elected from 


that council.

(2)
The Six Nations Council established thirty-five sachems 


and abolished the constitution.

(3)
Council members then notified the existing tribal president 


that he no longer held authority.

b.
That president, Henry Silverheels, refused to recognize the 


decision of the council.

(1)
He replaced the dissident members of the old government.

(2)
He refused to resign from his office and, with support from 


the Bureau of Indian Affairs, he remained in power.

2.
By the late 1870s, the Seneca government was in a state of chaos. After a 


series of disputed elections, each of  three men claimed to be the legitimate 


president of the Seneca Nation. One of the three had been impeached by 


the tribe for taking a bribe to grant an oil and mineral lease (Abrams, pp. 


80—82).

3.
These political conflicts were mirrored in a dispute between the Allegany 


and Cattaraugus reservations; in 1879 the Allegany reservation tried 


unsuccessfully to obtain congressional designation as an independent 


political entity (Abrams, p. 83).


D.
Territory and Population

1.
In 1868 an amendment to the Seneca constitution asserted that only 


Seneca, and no other Iroquois, might “legally occupy” reservation land 


(Abrams, p. 76).

2.
In 1875 Congress authorized the surveying of six “Congressional 


Villages” in the Allegany reservation (U.S. Department of Commerce, p. 


399; Abrams, p. 79).

a.
The six villages, which comprised ten thousand acres (almost 1/3
of the reservation), were areas occupied by non-Indians.

b.
This decision provided legal recognition of non-Indian occupation, 


established generous boundaries for the lands, guaranteed the 


non-Indians’ lease privileges, and placed the villages under state 


jurisdiction.

3.
In 1890 Congress extended the leases of the villages from five to ninety-
nine years, with the possibility of renewal (Abrams, p. 87).

a.
The Seneca opposed the long-term leases; Congress passed the 
lease bills over their objections in response to pressure from non-
Indian lease-holders.

b.
This extension of the lease period resulted in inequity for the 


Seneca: although the appraised value of the village lands rose, the 


terms of the lease were fixed until the expiration of the period.

4.
New York state highway laws and right-of-way were extended to the 


Allegany reservation (Cohen, p. 421).

5.
The remaining Kansas lands were sold in 1890 under the pretext that the 


Seneca had abandoned them. Later the Indians were compensated for this 


sale as a result of an 1898 Supreme Court ruling that they had not 


abandoned the Kansas lands (Abrams, p. 90).

6.
The Seneca successfully resisted several early allotment attempts and 


remained exempt from the provisions of the General Allotment Act of 


1887 (Abrams, pp. 84-87).

E.
Intellectual Culture

1.
The Seneca were largely acculturated, and some were able to succeed in a 


society dominated by non-Indian culture.

a.
Eli Samuel Parker (Hasanoanda) exemplifies the extent of Seneca 


assimilation (Abrams, p. 69; Wilson, p. 169).

(1)
During the Civil War, he served as a general in the Union 


army and a military secretary to General Grant; he drafted 


the surrender treaty of Appomattox.

(2)
In 1866 he was appointed as a commissioner of Indian 
affairs to treat with the Five Civilized Tribes in
Oklahoma.

(3)
Later he cooperated with the anthropologist Lewis Henry 


Morgan on the League of the Iroquois.

b.
A substantial minority of the Seneca had become Christians.

2.
Some Indian mores, however, still had a strong influence.

a.
Although “common law” marriage was criticized by Christian 


Indians and non-Indians, many Seneca preferred to marry 


according to traditional customs (Abrams, p. 87).

b.
Among the Seneca, inheritance remained matrilineal. In 1888 the 


Seneca defended the traditional matrilineal system in two cases 


involving the inheritance of land, and a Supreme Court ruling 


upheld their right to maintain the practice (Abrams, p. 86).

II.
The Plains: Southern Cheyenne Culture Change, 1860—1920

A.
Technology

1.
Goods

a.
By 1868 the Southern Cheyenne had acquired repeating rifles and 
ammunition by trading stolen stock (Berthrong, The Southern 
Cheyennes, pp. 261, 319-21).

b.
School children adopted European-style clothing in the late l880s.

c.
Houses replaced tipis very slowly.

2.
Settlement Patterns (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 


65, 210, 338)

a.
During the reservation period, the agency tried to break up camps 


and place the Cheyenne on family farm plots.

b.
In 1896 only 31 of the 125 homes built on the reservation were 


continuously occupied; most Cheyenne still lived in tipis.

c.
Extended families settled on allotments.

B.
Economy

1.
During the war of harassment fought in the 1860s and l87Os, hunting was 


disrupted (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 316-21).

a.
Camps with up to 150 lodges were destroyed.

b.
Robes that had been dressed for trade were confiscated.

2.
The Cheyenne economy had become heavily dependent on the horse trade 


(Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 377, 382).

a.
Horses were a status symbol.

b.
Horses were also used as a sort of currency. Horse strings were 


sold to purchase whiskey; as many as 60 head might be exchanged 


for a single bottle.

3.
The buffalo herds dwindled during this period, ultimately causing a radical 


change in Cheyenne economy (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 


367, 372, 380, 382; Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 


18-19).

a.
In the mid-l86Os, the Butterfield Overland Stage route cut through 


the heart of Cheyenne buffalo hunting grounds.

b.
In spite of the stage route and the influx of non-Indians, hunting 


remained good through 1872, when the Cheyenne traded more than 


10,000 robes.

c.
Non-Indian hunters moved into the Texas Panhandle in 1872 and 


1873. They introduced the technique of still-shooting, which 


allowed hunters to kill buffalo much more efficiently.

d.
By 1874 the Cheyenne buffalo hunters faced serious problems.

(1)
Professional non-Indian buffalo-hunters had significantly 
reduced the buffalo herd.

(2)
Even within the reservation, non-Indians stole Cheyenne 


horses brazenly; the bison-hunting economy was based on 


the possession of horses.

(3)
The pressure of constant harassment disrupted hunting.

e.
The last tribal buffalo hunt was held in the winter of 1877-1878.
It yielded only 219 robes for trade. That summer, scouts reported that there were no buffalo, and plans for a hunt were cancelled.

4.
Rations were introduced when the reservation was established in 1869, but 

did not become a substantial part of the Cheyenne economy until the 

buffalo herd was destroyed (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho 
            Ordeal, pp. 8, 57).

a.
In 1869 the government provided the first rations of corn, 


supplemented by a little meat.

b.
By 1874 a large-scale distribution of rations was required for 


subsistence; the agents even sent Cheyenne hunters off the 


reservation in an attempt to obtain buffalo to supplement limited 


rations.

c.
As a result of fraud and mismanagement, the rations delivered to 


the agency often amounted to less than half of the authorized 


quantity. Even if the total authorized by Congress had been 


delivered and the supplies had been of better quality, the agents 


would have been unable to meet the needs of the Cheyenne and 


Arapaho assigned to the reservation.

d.
Through this period, the government consistently cut the amount of 


rations and increased the requirements for receiving them.

(1)
The appropriations act of 1875 required the Indians to work 


in order to receive rations.

(2)
By 1903 only the old and the physically handicapped were 


given rations.

5.
The government hoped that farming would replace the dwindling buffalo
and the ration system as the mainstay of the Cheyenne economy (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 364-65; Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 91, 255, 265, 392, 348-50).

a.
The agents’ early attempts to establish a self-sufficient agricultural 


economy among the Cheyenne failed for a variety of reasons.

(1)
The arid climate of the reservation was not conducive to 


success.

(2)
The Cheyenne generally resisted agriculture, though some 


were initially willing to attempt it.

(3)
Federal funds allocated to the reservation were not 


sufficient to provide the necessary equipment.

b.
Later attempts to coerce the Cheyenne by withholding rations did 
not succeed.

(1)
In 1900 fewer than 18 percent of the combined Cheyenne 


and Arapaho were farming, and most of the farmers were 


Arapaho.

(2)
In 1905 agriculture accounted for only 16.3 percent of the 


tribal income.

c.
Herding, which was not supported by the government, played only 


a small role in the economy.

6.
An early attempt to establish a wage economy was begun in 1876 under 


Agent Miles (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 62-63).

a.
The agent established a freighting company to haul goods from 


Wichita to the reservation.

b.
The Indians, preferring that sort of work to farming, were receptive 


to the idea.

c.
By 1879 nearly one hundred families were involved in the 


enterprise.

d.
Freight-hauling jobs, however, were limited and offered minimal 


pay, so this experiment did not provide substantial income for the 


Cheyenne.

7.
Beginning in the 1880s, leases and land sales contributed to the Cheyenne 


economy.

a.
The first leases were issued in the l880s.

(1)
After a council called in 1882 to obtain Indian approval, 


more than three million acres of reservation land were 


leased to non-Indian cattlemen, many of whom had already 


been trespassing on those lands.

(2)
Abuses were so substantial, however, that leasing privileges 


were withdrawn and the cattlemen were evicted in 1885.

b.
Allotted lands were leased in the l890s, under the provisions of the 


lease acts.

(1)
By 1899 the government had approved more than 800 


leases; the Cheyenne agent generally refused to recommend 


leases unless the Indians were actually incapable of 


working their lands (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho 


Ordeal, pp. 281-83).

(2)
Few Indians received significant income from leasing their 


lands.

(a)
The agent was unable to collect the fees in many 


cases, and non-Indian courts were not eager to 


prosecute violations of Indian leases.

(b)
Many prospective lessees were either unable to meet 

the criteria for official leases or unwilling to pay the 

fees.

c.
As a result of the 1902 act which allowed adult heirs and guardians 


to sell inherited allotments, the sale of Cheyenne allotments began 


(Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Araphao Ordeal, p. 282).

(1)
In 1903 only sixteen allotments were sold.

(2)
During the following fiscal year, more than eighteen 


thousand acres of Cheyenne and Arapaho land was sold.

d.
In 1905 land sales represented 36.7 percent of the tribe’s income; 


leases accounted for an additional 34 percent (Berthrong, The 


Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 297).

C.
Sociopolitical Organization

1.
The Little Arkansas Treaty of 1865 created a confederation of Cheyenne 


and Arapaho (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 105-6; 


Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, p. 243).

a.
The Arapaho’s failure to support the Cheyenne in the Red River 


War of 1874 undermined the relations between the two groups.

b.
The division between the Cheyenne and the Arapaho increased in 


later years as a result of the Arapaho’s acculturation and the 


Cheyenne’s resistance to assimilation.

2.
In the late 1870s, the Cheyenne began to split into two factions (Berthrong, 
The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 102-5, 128, 145-46).

a.
A “progressive” faction cooperated with the reservation agent, 


adopted farming, and supported the idea of assimilation.

b.
A traditionalist faction resisted assimilation attempts.

(1)
Refusing to recognize the authority of the agency’s Indian 
Police Force, the traditionalists wanted to return the peace-keeping functions to the Dog Soldiers.

(2)
The traditionalists favored violent resistance to non-Indian 
intrusion and refused to sign agreements with the government.

(3)
They opposed, and often tried to disrupt, such activities as 


farming and attending reservation schools.

3.
The agents consistently discouraged the traditionalist leaders and the 

concept of chieftanship. To reduce the authority of Cheyenne leaders, the 

agents distributed rations to specially appointed “ration chiefs” or to the 

heads of families instead of to the traditional leaders of camps or bands 

(Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, p. 403; Berthrong, The Cheyenne 
            and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 63—64, 133, 213, 338).

4.
The role of women in Cheyenne society reflected that changes that 


occurred during this period.

a.
In 1872 and 1873, Cheyenne women “staged a slowdown strike” in 


protest when the men traded the bulk of the buffalo robes for liquor 


instead of food and other necessities (Berthrong, The Southern     
                        Cheyennes, p. 373).

b.
The government outlawed Cheyenne plural marriage, a practice 


which had evolved as a result of the buffalo-hide trade. The 


prohibition, however, was neither strictly enforced nor widely 


obeyed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 


(Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 220-24).

5.
After allotment and the opening of the reservation in 1892, the United 


States government no longer recognized the “tribal status” of the 


Cheyenne; although allottees were entitled to the rights of American 


citizenship, most suffered from the discriminatory application of territorial 


and state laws (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 185-     
                        208).

a.
Although the allotted Cheyenne had the right to vote, intimidation 


prevented most from doing so.

b.
Territorial courts rarely handed down judgments against non-Indians who committed crimes against the Cheyenne, but eagerly sentenced Cheyenne for the most minor offenses against territorial law.

c.
The territory illegally attempted to tax Cheyenne lands which 


remained under trust protection.

D.
Population and Territory

1.
Population

a.
In 1872 the total Cheyenne population was estimated at 2,300, 


including 500 warriors (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, p. 


366.

b.
By 1877 there were more than 2,000 Southern Cheyenne at the 


reservation which had been created in “Indian Territory” in 1869; 


that summer and fall, approximately 900 Northern Cheyenne were 


relocated on the reservation (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and 
                        Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 12, 28).

c.
In 1881, when a reservation was created for the Northern 


Cheyenne, over 300 left the reservation in “Indian Territory”; 2 


years later, approximately 400 more went north (Berthrong, The 
                        Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 46-47).

d.
In 1885 there were 2,169 Cheyenne living on the southern 


reservation (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 115.

e.
By 1892, when the reservation was opened, the combined 
population of the Cheyenne and Arapaho was approximately 
3,200; in the ensuing land rush, as many as 30,000 non-Indians
entered the former r.eservation lands, making the Indians an instant 
minority (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 182).

2.
Territory

a.
In 1869 a new reservation was established for the Cheyenne and 


Arapaho by executive order. The reservation, located in the 


southwestern part of “Indian Territory,” contained approximately 


4.3 million acres of arid land (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, 


pp. 347-48).

b.
The Jerome Commission came to the Cheyenne-Arapaho 


reservation in 1890 to begin the allotment of Cheyenne and 


Arapaho lands (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 


148-81).

(1)
Although the Dawes Act did not require Indian consent to 


allotment, the Treaty of Medicine Lodge Creek of 1867 had 


provided that no major cession of Cheyenne and Arapaho 


land could be concluded without the approval of 75 percent 


of the male adults.

(2)
After lengthy negotiation, the commission presented an 


agreement with 464 Cheyenne and Arapaho signatures, 


many obtained through bribery, intimidation, and fraud. 


That number, even if all of the signatures had been 


legitimate, should not have been enough to allow the 


cession.

(3)
In spite of numerous Cheyenne protests, including petitions 


presented by a delegation of leaders, Congress approved the 


land cession in March 1891, and the allotting agent began 


work in May.

c.
In April 1892, about three weeks after allotments were
completed, the reservation was opened. Of the original 4.3 million 
acres, the Cheyenne retained only 529,692 (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 181).

d.
Even before the reservation was opened, Congress had approved 


the leasing of allotted lands; within 7 years after reservation 


opening, 800 leases had been approved (Berthrong, The Cheyenne 
                        and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 281-83).

e.
As a result of the 1902 act which allowed the sale of inherited 


allotments, more than 18,000 acres of Cheyenne and Arapaho land 


had been sold by 1904, much of it at unfair prices (Berthrong, The 
                        Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 282).

f.
As a result of the Burke Act of 1906, more Cheyenne land was lost. 


Of the 252 Cheyenne and Arapaho who applied for patents in 


1907, slightly more than half were declared “competent” and given 


patents in fee (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, p. 


312).

E.
War, Trade, and Diplomacy (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 241-372)

1.
In the Sand Creek Massacre of November 29, 1864, between 150 and 200 


members of the peaceful Cheyenne group led by Black Kettle were killed.

a.
A group of volunteer troops led by the ambitious Colonel 


Chivington were responsible for the deliberate and brutal murder 


of the Indians, primarily women and children, who had placed 


themselves under the protection of federal troops.

b.
The territorial greed of Colorado Governor Ryan was a factor 


which contributed to the massacre.

c.
The massacre alienated the Cheyenne peace faction and provoked 


resistance from the Cheyenne war faction and other Plains tribes.

2.
The Treaty of Little Arkansas, negotiated in October 1865, was a response 


to the Sand Creek Massacre (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 


241-44).

a.
In the sixth article of the treaty, the federal government repudiated 


Chivington’s actions and admitted that the troops’ brutality had 


forced the Cheyenne and Arapaho to make war; reparations were to 


be paid to those whose relatives had been killed in the massacre.

b.
Under the provisions of the treaty, the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and 


Kiowa-Apache were considered confederated tribes.

c.
The treaty established a reservation south of the Arkansas River for 


the tribes.

d.
Black Kettle’s band signed the treaty, but the majority of the 


Cheyenne, including the Dog Soldiers and the resistance factions, 


did not.

3.
The Treaty of Little Arkansas did not establish a durable peace. The 


resistance faction was involved in continuing warfare; the United States 


responded with a campaign of harassment; and the Cheyenne, weakened 


by starvation, eventually signed a second treaty.

4.
The Treaty of Medicine Creek Lodge, negotiated in October 1867, was 


intended to end the hostilities, but did not succeed.

a.
The treaty confined the Cheyenne to a reservation.

b.
It gave the Cheyenne twenty-five-year annuities (payable in goods 


and cash) and established an agency and compulsory schools.

c.
Raids on non-Indians and inter-tribal friction, especially between 


the Pawnee and the Cheyenne, continued after the treaty was 


signed.

5.
To curtail the continued resistance, the United States adopted a punitive 


policy enforced by Sherman and Sheridan, who refused to make peace 


until all of the Cheyenne had surrendered.

a.
In the Battle of Washita, on November 27, 1868, Black Kettle’s 


peace faction was attacked again, and Black Kettle was killed in 


the engagement.

b.
After the Battle of Summit Springs, the Dog Soldiers were driven 


north.

c.
By the summer of 1869, the land between the Platte and Arkansas 


rivers was “cleared” of Cheyenne.

6.
Although the Cheyenne were temporarily quelled in 1869, hostilities and 


unrest continued in the 1870s (Berthrong, The Southern Cheyennes, pp. 


378-405).

a.
A variety of conditions contributed to the unrest, and many 


Cheyenne left the reservation as a result.

(1)
The depletion of buffalo by white hunters caused great 


hardship.

(2)
The rations supplied to replace the dwindling buffalo were 


not sufficient.

(3)
Non-Indians trespassed on reservation land and stole 


Cheyenne horses.

(4)
The prevalence of whiskey aggravated these problems.

b.
The incidents which occurred after the Cheyenne left the 

reservation, especially the Adobe Walls Fight of 1874, led to a 

renewal of the punitive policy.

(1)
Troops conducted a series of punitive expeditions against 


several Cheyenne groups.

(2)
In September 1874 Colonel Mackenzie’s troops attacked a 


group of Cheyenne who had sought refuge in Palo Duro 


Canyon. Few deaths resulted, but 400 lodges were 


destroyed and 1,400 horses were captured.

c.
Most Cheyenne came back to the reservation during the winter of 


1874 to obtain rations. Expeditions in the following summer 


rounded up the remaining Cheyenne and returned them to the 


reservation.

F.
Intellectual Culture

1.
Religion

a.
The Sun Dance continued to be observed into the twentieth 


century, with some setbacks (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and 
                        Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 81, 217, 292-95).

(1)
The dance was observed throughout the 1870s.

(2)
Even students educated at the Carlisle school attended the 


dance, and one of the graduates participated in the 1878 


dance.

(3)
After a brief decline in the initial years of the Ghost Dance 


period, the Sun Dance regained its popularity.

(4)
The dance, opposed by advocates of assimilation, was 


prohibited by the agent in 1896.

(5)
At the request of the Cheyenne, particularly the older 


members who were disturbed by the loss of this traditional 


ceremony, the dance was renewed in 1901.

b.
The 1890 Ghost Dance was adopted by some Cheyenne and many 


Arapaho. It continued into the twentieth century, but its popularity 


declined after 1892 (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho 
                        Ordeal, pp. 138-39, 183, 216).

c.
The Cheyenne adopted the peyote cult, a blend of native and 


Christian beliefs, in the 1890s (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and 
                        Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 216-19, 316-24).

(1)
The government and the agent persecuted the cult.

(2)
In 1899 the agent asked the territorial legislature to pass a 


“mescal [peyote] and medicine man bill” that prohibited 


not only the peyote cult, but also the traditional practices of 


Indian medicine men.

(3)
Despite the law, the peyote cult and other traditional rituals 


continued.

(4)
In 1907 several Cheyenne were arrested for using peyote; 


they were eventually acquitted on appeal, and in 1908 the 


Oklahoma legislature repealed its ban on peyote.

d.
Christian missions on the reservation had little effect. Some 


Indians educated off the reservation converted to Christianity, and 


one became an Episcopalian minister. Cheyenne traditionalists, 


particularly the Dog Soldiers, opposed the Indian converts.

2.
Education (Berthrong, The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal, pp. 61-62, 78-81, 228-29).

a.
The Mennonites and the Quakers each established a school on the 


reservation.

b.
The agency school provided vocational training, with a focus on 


farming and herding, as well as the rudiments of reading and math.

(1)
When the school opened, only eleven Cheyenne children 

attended.
(2)
In 1889 the agent began to withhold rations from those 
            whose children did not attend.

c.
Some Cheyenne attended off-reservation boarding schools 


(Carlisle and Haskell). The trades they learned there, such as
                        typesetting, generally proved useless in Oklahoma’s undiversified 
                        economy.

d.
After allotment the Indians were entitled to attend territorial public 


schools. Racism, however, prevented all but a few from enrolling.

III.
The Southeast: Cherokee Culture Change, 1860—1920

A.
Technology

1.
Goods: Western goods predominated.

2.
Settlement Patterns

a.
After the Civil War, pro-Southern Cherokee remained in the 


southern part of Cherokee Nation, below Tahlequah.

b.
The Keetowah, or ultraconservatives, settled in the Flint Hills in 


the eastern portion of Cherokee Nation.

B.
Economy

1.
Slavery ended, and the treaty of 1866 prohibited its reinstitution.

2.
The farming and merchandising economy became firmly established.

C.
Sociopolitical Organization

1.
Aggravated by divided allegiances during the Civil War, the factionalism 


which had resulted from removal continued.

a.
During the Civil War, the pro-Confederate leader Stand Watie 


opposed the neutral position of John Ross.

(1)
Under pressure, Ross agreed to support the Confederates in 


order to prevent civil war among the Indians. Many of his 


followers, however, refused to abandon neutrality.

(2)
When Union forces entered Cherokee land, Ross was taken 


prisoner; he was paroled, but spent the remainder of the war 


in Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia.

(3)
After Ross was captured, Watie was chosen as the principal 


chief, but a subsequent council made up of Ross’s 


supporters repudiated Watie’s claim to leadership.

b.
When the post-war treaties were negotiated in 1866, the United 


States tried to “depose” Ross as the leader of the Cherokee; Ross, 


however, participated in the negotiations.

c.
Ross died soon after the treaty was signed; his nephew succeeded 


him as principal chief.

d.
In a violent election, Lewis Downing, with the support of the 


Watie faction, then replaced Ross’s nephew.

e.
Until the time of statehood, most of the subsequent principal chiefs 


came from the Downing-Watie faction.

2.
The Treaty of Fort Smith (1866) established an inter-tribal council to 


govern “Indian Territory.”

a.
It met annually until 1875 when Congress stopped financing it.

b.
This council, intended as an instrument by which the United States 

could restrict tribal governments, actually became a forum for pan-
            tribal protests (Woodward, pp. 315 ff.).

3.
By 1908 a series of congressional acts had extended allotment to the tribes 


of “Indian Territory” and placed them under the jurisdiction of state and 


federal law. These acts effectively dissolved the independent tribal 


government of the Cherokee.

D.
Population and Territory

1.
Population

a.
A cholera epidemic struck the Cherokee in 1867.

b.
Non-Indians were included on Cherokee rolls as a result of 


government decisions.

(1)
The treaty of 1866 declared that the freed slaves formerly 


owned by the Cherokee were citizens of the Cherokee 


Nation (Woodward, p. 306).

(2)
When allotment rolls were drawn up, all non-Indians who 


had intermarried with Cherokee before 1875 were declared 


to be members of the Cherokee Nation.

c.
The allotment rolls listed 41,899 Cherokee in 1906 (Pierce and 


Strickland, p. 44).

2.
Territory

a.
In the Treaty of 1866, the Cherokee were forced to cede the Neutral 


Land and the Cherokee Strip.

(1)
The ceded lands were designated as homes for other Indians 


to be relocated in “Indian Territory.”

(2)
The treaty also required the Cherokee to grant railroad 


right-of-ways which took an additional twenty- three 


million acres of Cherokee land (Woodward, p. 317).

b.
Cherokee Outlet lands were leased to Texas cattlemen.

c.
Eventually the Cherokee were forced, as a result of pressure from 


cattlemen, to sell the 6.5-million-acre Outlet to the United States 


for approximately $1.25 an acre.

(1)
When the Jerome Commission came to negotiate the 


cession in 1889, they found the Cherokee unwilling to 


relinquish their lands or accept allotments.

(2)
In 1890 a presidential proclamation ordered the leases of 


Indian land in this area (a major source of Cherokee 


income) stopped.
(3)
With the leases eliminated, the Cherokee negotiated the 


cession.

(4)
On September 16, 1893, the Outlet lands were opened to 


non-Indian homesteaders; more than 100,000 rushed to the 


area to claim the former Cherokee lands.

d.
The Cherokee, who had been exempt from the provisions of the 


Dawes Act, were eventually forced to accept allotments.

(1)
A series of laws passed in the 1890s extended the allotment 


program to the tribes of “Indian Territory.”

(2)
In 1907 the Cherokee allotment roles were closed; there 


were no “surplus” lands to be opened to non- Indian 


homesteaders.

(3)
The Cherokee received allotments of 110 acres per person. 


Those allotments were to be nontaxable and inalienable for 


21 years (Cohen, pp. 434-35; Woodward, pp. 322-23).

E.
War, Trade, and Diplomacy

1.
In spite of the initial opposition of John Ross, the Cherokee entered into an 


alliance with the Confederate government on October 7, 1861.

a.
A variety of factors contributed to the decision.

(1)
The faction led by Stand Watie supported the South.

(2)
John Ross, recognizing the danger of an internal division 


among the Cherokee, eventually agreed to support the 


pro-Confederate movement.

(3)
The Union losses at Bull Run and Wilson’s Creek were 


significant.

(4)
The Cherokee were isolated among tribes that were aligned 


with the South.

(5)
The Confederate government offered the Cherokee 

generous terms, including representation in the Confederate
            Congress.

b.
The Battle of Honey Springs, however, secured “Indian Territory” 


for the Union on July 17, 1863.

2.
In the Treaty of Fort Smith of 1866, the Cherokee and the other tribes were 


forced to accept punitive conditions (Woodward, pp. 303-6).

a.
The Cherokee were required to surrender a large area of land and 


yield railroad right-of-way (see D. 2. a., above).

b.
They were required to accept the organization of an inter- tribal 


council which would govern “Indian Territory” in the place of the 


existing tribal governments.

c.
They were forced to allow the establishment of United States 


military posts.

d.
They were required to acknowledge the authority of the United 


States judiciary.

F.
Intellectual Culture

1.
Religion (Woodward, pp. 312-13)

a.
Congregationalist, Presbyterian, Southern and Northern Methodist, 


Baptist, and Moravian missionaries were invited to return in 1866. 


Camp meetings were well attended.

b.
Ultra—traditionalists supported the ancient Cherokee religion 


through the Keetowah Society, which had grown in strength during 


the Civil War.

2.
Education (Woodward, pp. 311-12, 324, 318)

a.
Schools were re-established after the Civil War. In 1867 there were 


32 schools; there were 42 in 1869, and 64 in 1870. Male and 


female seminaries (secondary schools) reopened as well.

b.
In 1871 almost 2,000 pupils were in regular attendance at
elementary and secondary levels.

3.
The Cherokees acquired an opera house, an orphanage, an asylum, and the 

first telephone company west of St. Louis (Woodward, p. 314).

IV.
The Southwest: Navajo Culture Change, 1860—1920

A.
Technology

1.
Goods

a.
The establishment of the first trading post in 1879 brought 


European goods in quantity.

b.
The velveteen blouse and calico skirt became the standard
woman’s costume by the end of this period.

2.
Settlement Patterns: The most noticeable change was the increase in the 


number of hexagonal, cribbed “log” hogans as railroad ties became 


available in the l880s.

B.
Economy

1.
In 1863 and 1864, the Navajo were brought to the verge of starvation by 


Carson’ s “scorched earth” campaigns and a vicious winter.

2.
After returning from Bosque Redondo in 1868, most Navajo faced near-
starvation as a result of uncertain annuities, ration cutbacks, and lack of 
stock.

3.
The first sheep were distributed in 1869 under the terms of the 1868 treaty. 


By 1880 the herd had increased to one million.

4.
The construction of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad in 1881 brought 


whiskey, contagious disease, new trading posts, and new stock to the 


reservation.

5.
The trading-post system began in 1871.

a.
The trading post functioned as bank, store, source of credit post 


office, agency, and meeting place.

b.
Non-Indian traders developed markets for Navajo rugs and jewelry.

C.
Sociopolitical Organization

1.
To some extent the Navajo moved toward centralization and tribalization. 


The treaty of 1868, for instance, required uniform treatment of all Navajos 


and divided the reservation into six administrative areas.

2.
A tendency to focus on the band counteracted centralization. Groups such 


as the Ramah and the Puertocito became extremely localized. Trading 


posts located in the heartlands of the various bands contributed to a sense 


of band autonomy.


D.
Population and Territory

1.
Population: The Navajo population in 1899 was estimated at 20,000.

2.
Territory

a.
During the last quarter of the nineteenth century and the first two 


decades of this century, lands were “added” to the 1868 


reservation.

(1)
These lands were intended to provide range for growing 


herds.

(2)
The lands had actually been occupied by Navajo before 


removal and were merely being returned.

(3)
Because most of the land was too arid for farming or 


grazing and its low productivity was already being taxed to 


the limit by overgrazing, the additions did not solve Navajo 


land problems.

b.
In 1911 the reservation lands totaled 12 million acres. More land 


was added in 1914, 1915, and 1918.

E.
War, Trade, and Diplomacy

1.
Navajo raids increased with the withdrawal of United States troops at the 


onset of the Civil War.

2.
When Navajo raids threatened shipments of Union gold from California, 


new attempts were made to suppress the Navajos.

3.
Carson carried out a “scorched earth” policy against the Navajos, 


culminating in the pillaging of Canyon de Chelly in January 1864.

4.
In 1864 more than 8,300 Navajos were forced on the Long Walk to the 


barren Bosque Redondo reserve east of the Rio Grande. Hundreds died on 


the journey.

5.
The 1868 treaty allowed the Navajos to return to their homeland. They 


were also promised tools, seeds, annuities, and protection. In exchange, 


the Navajo agreed to land cessions, railroad right-of-way, and compulsory 


education.

6.
Disputes over treaty rights, homestead laws, and railroad right-of-way, 

aggravated by whiskey, led to localized border conflicts in the l880s and 

l890s.

F.
Intellectual Culture

1.
Religion

a.
During their exile at Bosque Redondo, the Navajo incorporated 


Apache elements.

b.
The Navajo Coyote Way ceremony originated at the Basque 
Redondo.

2.
Education
a.
The Presbyterian Board of Missions assumed responsibility for 


Navajo education in 1868.

b.
The compulsory Indian Education Act of 1877 provided the legal 


basis for the boarding school system.

c.
Officials kidnapped children, withheld rations from families whose 


children were not enrolled in school, and used the reservation 


police to see that students attended the reservation schools.

d.
Students frequently returned from the boarding schools unfit for 


life in either Navajo or Anglo society.

e.
Conflicts over compulsory schooling of Navajo children in agency 


boarding schools dominated the period from 1890 to 1910.
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