California 

Rule 980 of the California Rules of Court governs media coverage of State Court proceedings. Personal recording devices may be used with advance permission of the judge for personal note-taking only. Media coverage is permitted by written order of the judge following a media request for coverage filed at least five court days before the proceeding to be covered. Any such requests must be made on the official form provided by courts. Coverage of jury selection, jurors, spectators, proceedings held in chambers, proceedings closed to the public or conferences between an attorney and a client, witness or aide, between attorneys or between counsel and the judge is prohibited. 

Effective January 1, 1998, Rule 4.1 restricting media coverage within the courthouse unless specifically authorized by the presiding judge was added to the Los Angeles County Superior Court Rules. This rule also prohibits the filming or photographing of any person wearing a juror badge in the court. 

Local Rules may vary.

Authority: Rule 980, Miscellaneous Rules, California Rules of Court - State; Rule 4.1, Los Angeles County Superior Court Rules. 

