RTV 240 TV News TV News Production

Pat Hahn 

Fall, 2006 

Lectures/lab:

T-Th 2-5:50 pm
Office:


U-11 
Contact:

(o) 760-744-1150 ext 2964  (e) phahn@palomar.edu
Office Hours:

Mon/Wed. 2-3pm   Tuesday 11-12noon   Tues/Thur  1-2 pm  or by appointment

WEEK #1
Introduction


8/22


Syllabus and schedule review.  PTP Handbook Job descriptions and expectations. Preliminary writing test in class.  




Homework for next class: Read chapter one, be ready to discuss. You will be asked to write a short story in class. 
8/24

 
Writing basics. Diamond method, Mechanics and style, active and passive.  In-class writing assignment. WWWWWH



Watch examples of packages and critique




Homework for next class: Read chapter two, write: 20 story from newspaper article to be read in class (bring in both the newspaper article and your broadcast copy), bring in vhs of story you found to be newsworthy using the chapters criteria. 
WEEK #2
News Writing

8/29
 

What is newsworthy, watch examples, Page F test, Story leads, story structure, and writing from web based copy.



Homework for next class: Read Ch 3 and handouts on teases vs. headlines, anchor intros. Read ch 7 and 8 TV News story forms, VO’s and vo/sots,
8/31


Writing leads, writing in and out of sots. Writing anchor lead-ins, also called anchor intros.  Headlines vs. teases.  Writing assignments in class.  TV News forms – VO’s & vo/sots



The Camera!  How to use, shot composition, acquiring b-roll, what is good b-roll






Homework for next class: Read ch 4, Review all notes and lectures for in-class exam.




Read handouts on Nat sound and writing pkgs. Prepare for exam covering lectures, materials from weeks one and two. 
WEEK # 3 

News Writing   

9/5


Exam week one and two




Using natural sound (nats) as a writing tool.  Writing pkgs., Diamond Method



Deadly Copy Sins.




Using the camera in the field

Homework for next class: Read Ch Five interviewing, interviewing handouts, Read pages 192-199 on teases.
9/7

IN-CLASS Interviews  


Focus on teases and headlines, writing in and out of sots, and anchor intros.


Homework for next class: read handout on anchoring techniques.  Read handout on makeup.  Record and watch newscasts to be assigned.

WEEK #4 

Anchoring   

9/12


What makes an anchor good.  Anchor tape critiques.  Anchoring techniques.  Chemistry. 




Two-shots.  What to do with scripts.  Adlibbing.  Makeup.  Color charts.
9/14


In-studio anchor practice and critique.  See rotation.  Three teams of two.
WEEK #5 

Anchoring  

9/19


In studio anchor practice and critique.  See rotation.  Three teams of two.
9/21
 
In studio anchor practice and critique.  See rotation.
Three teams of two.
WEEK #6 

Anchoring   
9/26


In studio anchor practice and critique.  See rotation.  Three teams of two.
9/28


In studio anchor practice and critique.  See rotation.  Three teams of two.




Homework- bring in a minimum of three stories ideas. 
WEEK #7 

Reporting and Editing  

10/3


Producers meeting and Story assignments
10/5


WEEK #8

Reporting and Editing   

10/10

 
10/12



WEEK #9 

Reporting and Editing   

10/17


 
10/19


 
WEEK #10 

Producing   

10/24


Dissecting the newscast: The production team.  Role of the producer. Newscast formats.  Dayparts.  Mechanics of producing. Newscast structure and styles.   Block structure.  Quarter-hours. Graphics, stingers, segment/franchise/block openers, double boxes, synopsis CGs, branding.  Live. Developing the lead.  Breakouts.  Selling the lead. 




The Business of News: News judgment. Audience research.  Whose watching and why this is important. Representation. (Exercise). Learning your market.  Ratings/share and research.  Targeted content, or manipulating meters via news promotions and zip code knowledge.

10/26


Building a Rundown. Stacking a show, story logic, flow, pacing.  Determining story length. 




Management: Management styles.  Managing upward, downward, laterally.  Working with difficult people.
WEEK #11

Producing



10/31


photog assignments
11/2


Homework for next class:  Prep for newscasts. Photog assignments
WEEK #12 

Producing   

11/7


Rehearsal for show one. 
11/9


Show #1.  (Two newscasts)



Homework for next class: Prep for newscasts.

WEEK #13 

Producing   

11/14

Review and Critique Shows. Photog assignments. 

11/16

Show #2.  (Two newscasts)


Homework for next class: Prep for newscasts. 
WEEK #14  

Producing  
11/21

Review and Critique Shows. Photog assignments. 

11/23

No Class.  Thanksgiving break.
WEEK # 15
Producing 
11/28

Rehearsal for show 3
11/30

Show #3.  (Two newscasts)
WEEK # 16
Wrapping Up

12/5

Last class.  Evaluations.  Producer resume reels.  Resumes.  Cover letters.  Job search.  Interviews—dos and don’ts.  Finding a job.  Strategies for job searches.  



Resumes.  Cover letters.  Contracts and negotiations.



Getting grounded in a new market.

12/7

Rehearsal for live show on Saturday 
12/9(SAT)
show #4 Live Show. Must be at studio by 2pm for rehearsal. 
